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MACLA PRESENTS LOVE, FOOD, LOVE: 

A VALENTINE’S DAY WEEKEND COOKING SHOW & PERFORMANCE 
 

February 14—15, 2014, 8:00 p.m. 
February 16, 2014, 2:00 p.m. 

MACLA, 510 S. First Street, San José, CA 95113 
 

Tickets: $25 at the door | $20 advance at macla.vbotickets.com |  $10 with valid student ID 
Information: (408)998-2783 x28 |www.maclaarte.org 

 
 
SAN JOSE, CA – (January 3, 2014) MACLA/Movimiento de 
Arte y Cultura Latino Americana is pleased to host The 
People’s Cook and Robert Karimi as Mero Cocinero.  
Love, Food, Love is equal parts cooking show and theater 
performance, but most of all it is an interactive experience 
where audiences can connect around our love of food, our 
stories, and the similarities among our cultures. As his alter 
ego Mero Cocinero, Robert Karimi serves up his distinctive 
brand of humor, good recipes, stories, and tips on eating 
better. This show brings community together through food, 

culture and joy. 
 
Robert Karimi’s journey began when his father was diagnosed 
with Type II diabetes. His concern for his father’s health led to 
a unique, compelling, and active way of encouraging others 
to eat healthier: performance art and theater. Using theater, 
storytelling, and cooking together, Karimi and The People’s 
Cook have traveled all over the country, doing shows and 
workshops in communities where Type II diabetes and other 
similar health concerns are linked to poor eating. Their 
cooking theater reminds us of the joy of eating and all the cultural rituals embedded in sharing 
meals. As Karimi says: “Food is the beginning—not the end. “ 
 

Love, Food, Love is made possible in part by support from the NPN Performance Residency 
Program. For more information: www.npnweb.org. Major contributors of NPN include the Doris 
Duke Charitable Foundation, the Ford Foundation, the National Endowment for the Arts (a 
federal agency), the MetLife Foundation and the Nathan Cummings Foundation. 
 
Additional support is provided by: Adobe Foundation, Applied Materials, ArtPlace America, the 
Castellano Family Foundation, the Ford Foundation, the William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation, James Irvine Foundation, Kaiser Permanente, powered by SV Creates, a Cultural 



 

 

Affairs grant from the City of San Jose, the David & Lucille Packard Foundation, The Silicon 
Valley Community Foundation, Southwest Airlines, and MACLA donors. 

 
About the Artists 
Robert Farid Karimi is an interdisciplinary playwright, multimedia humorist, activist, and poet 
and a founding member of The People’s Cook and the artistic director of kaoticgood. Karimi has 
collaborated with artists such as Guillermo Gomez Peña and Laurie Carlos and his awards 
include an Alliance of Artists’ Communities Midwestern Voices & Visions Award, a Verve Spoken 
Word Grant, NPN Creation Grant, and a Kohler Arts/Industry residency. 
 
A San Francisco Bay Area native, son of Iranian and Guatemalan parents and a UCLA graduate, 
Karimi’s work has been featured from Alaska to Australia. A National Poetry Slam Champion and 
Def Poetry Jam performer, Karimi’s writings have been published in Callaloo, Latino Literature 

Today, and Total Chaos: The Art and the Aesthetics of Hip Hop. 
 
The Peoples Cook invites audiences to feed & be fed. The Peoples Cook tours the world, 
bringing the funny to foodie in cities such as Chicago, Phoenix, Philadelphia and San Francisco, 
among others. TPC works in diverse communities, and creates cross-cultural, interdisciplinary, 
participatory arts activities. TCP includes local artists and community members into its 
residencies to spark & sustain dynamic community engagement. Visit them at 
http://thepeoplescook.org/ 
 

Video Links  
The Diabetes of Democracy: http://vimeo.com/69855237 
Cooking Demonstration at a Farmer’s Market: http://vimeo.com/51853500 
Viva La Worker! : http://vimeo.com/57031380 
 
 

About MACLA/Movimiento de Arte y Cultura Latino Americana                                   
MACLA is an inclusive contemporary arts space grounded in the Chicana/o experience that 
incubates new visual, literary and performance art in order to engage people in civic dialogue 
and community transformation. MACLA is located at 510 South First Street, San José, CA 
95113. For more information about MACLA call (408) 998-ARTE or see www.maclaarte.org 
 
Image credits: The Peoples Cook  
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