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Calendar Listing 
Found in Translation: Works by Pilar Agüero-Esparza, Aaron De La Cruz, Rogelio Gutierrez 

and Patrick Martinez 

Location: MACLA, 510 South 1st Street, San José, CA 95113 

Dates: September 2—November 15, 2015 

Gallery Hours: Wed. & Thurs., 12—7pm; Fri. - Sunday, 12—5pm; and, by appointment 

Tickets: Free 

Website: http://maclaarte.org/programs/visual-arts/ 

 

September 1, 2015 (San José, CA)—MACLA/Movimiento de Arte y Cultura Latino Americana 
opens its 2015-16 season with Found in Translation, with works by award-winning, California-
based artists Pilar Agüero-Esparza, Aaron De La Cruz, Rogelio Gutierrez and Patrick Martinez. 
 

The four artists in Found in Translation transform everyday objects and materials (from street 
signs to crayons) to illustrate the complexities of the human experience in a multilingual and 
multicultural world. While firmly grounded in their personal histories as sons and daughters of 
urban and rural California, their work speaks to the ways in which multiculturalism is 
communicated, (re)interpreted, and (mis)understood in contemporary society.  
 

Patrick Martinez’s neon signs address income inequality and multiethnic identity in contemporary 
American society while also paying homage to the playfulness and ubiquity of these signs in the 
mom-and-pop shops and bodegas of his neighborhood in Los Angeles. Rogelio Gutierrez, whose 
public art installations and smaller-scale works have earned him a following both in the Midwest 
and the West Coast, pays tribute to the American immigrant work ethic with his large scale 
renditions of his parents’ blue-collar worker name tags. Aaron De La Cruz’s pieces are a visual 
narrative about his experience living in a San Francisco whose soul is rapidly changing; each 
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canvas describes his emotions upon arriving in the city, deciding to live there, and living there. 
Pilar Agüero-Esparza uses daily craft-making materials such as Crayola crayons, thread, and 
textiles to challenge the idea of cultural pluralism while elevating these materials to a new level of 
artistry, communicating abstract concepts in an innovative way. 
 

These modes of translation, whether through signs, tags, labels, or materials, reflect the constant 
multi-cultural crossings that these artists have done in their personal and professional lives. The 
artists question the ways in which our multicultural, multilingual society communicates and 
understands each other. Are we communicating to each other in a meaningful way? Do we read 
each other’s language as infallible signs of ethnicity? Do we translate without understanding? 
These artists, in this powerful and thought-provoking exhibition, assert the nuances of linguistic 
translation and also translate experience into objects already used to communicate.  
 
ABOUT THE ARTISTS 
 
Pilar Agüero-Esparza, born in Boyle Heights, East Los Angeles, was exposed to the potential and 
richness of materials and the love of the hand-made, working with her parents in their shoe repair 
shop. She has shared this love to the Bay Area community as an artist, arts educator and arts 
administrator, exhibiting her work and working in numerous institutions including the San Jose 
Museum of Art, Triton Museum, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, The Santa Cruz Museum, 
MACLA, Palo Alto Arts Center, Galeria de la Raza, and the De Young Museum. Her public art 
commissions include a series of murals in the main reading area of the Biblioteca Library in San 
Jose. Most recently, Pilar’s work was included in the 2010 ZERO1 Biennial, where she 
participated in Out of the Garage, an artist residency with artist H. Dio Mendoza. She received a 
BA in Art from University of California Santa Cruz, and an MFA from San Jose State University. 
 
Aaron De La Cruz's work, though minimal and direct at first, tends to overcome barriers of 
separation and freely steps in and out of the realms of design, graffiti, and illustration. The 
parameters he has chosen to work within actually allow him to free himself and react to the very 
limitations he has created. This overriding structure and the lack of deliberation while moving 
within creates a tension when encountering his work, due to the almost computer generated grid 
like systems he creates by unplanned mark-making. The act and the marks themselves are very 
primal in nature but tend to take on distinct and sometimes higher meanings in the broad range of 
media and contexts they appear in and on. His work finds strengths in the reduction of his 
interests in life to minimal information. Born in Los Angeles, raised in Fresno, and currently 
working in the Bay Area, De La Cruz is a self-taught artist whose key murals, paintings, and 
installations has been exhibited at Pow! Wow! (Hawaii and Taiwan), Art Basel Miami, Imprint 
Culture Labs, and The Hundreds’ LA headquarters. Inspired by graphic design and architecture, 
with roots in graffiti and skate culture, his abstract painting style is recognized internationally. 
 
Rogelio Gutierrez is an interdisciplinary artist and educator whose work deals with his 
experiences as a first generation Mexican-American. Originally from California, he received his 
BFA in Printmaking from California State University-Long Beach, and his MFA in Visual Art and 
Public Life with an emphasis in printmaking from Indiana University’s Herron School of Art and 
Design. He has been part of numerous group and solo exhibitions in the U.S. and abroad 
including venues such as: IPCNY (New York), MACLA,  Galeria Dr. Belisario Dominguez del H. 
Congreso del Estado (Chihuahua, Mexico), The Center for Book and Paper Arts-Columbia 
College (Chicago), and was recently featured in Trazo Urbano: Gráfica Contemporánea desde 
Mexico, at the Museo de La Ciudad de Mexico (Mexico City). Key works include Invisible Frontier, 
an installation addressing issues faced by immigrant populations today (Purdue University 
Indianapolis); Farmas (Arts Visalia), a culmination of images and objects that connect people 



  

 
2014-2015: Celebrating 25 years of Innovative Latino Arts & Culture 

 

 

culturally, despite their physical and political separations; the public art project Bienvenidos a 

Indianapolis; and El Chico de California (1078 Gallery).  
 
Hip-hop, graffiti, and films like "Wild Style" and "Style Wars" were some of Patrick Martinez’s 
early influences. These influences remained as he learned and practiced his image-making skills 
at the Pasadena High School Visual Arts and Design Academy and Pasadena City College. After 
working as an illustrator and graphic designer for underground and mainstream hip-hop record 
labels, he continued his studies at the Art Center College of Design in Pasadena, where he 
received his BFA. Key exhibitions and installations include:  Forbidden Fruit (New Image Art, Los 
Angeles), This is My Trip (Joshua Liner Gallery, New York), Mooncakes, Churros, and Cherry Pie 
(Euphrat Museum of Art, Cupertino), RE:DEFINE (Dallas), Most Oddinism (Art Basel), the Bullets 
Billboard Project (Los Angeles), Scope Miami Art Fair, Guerrero Gallery (San Francisco), All in for 
the 99% (Ace Gallery, Los Angeles), and the Black Book Project (Getty Research Institute Los 
Angeles). Patrick focuses on the phenomenology of his surroundings. He brings sublime beauty 
to things that are not thought of as conventionally beautiful. Patrick works with intellect and 
intuition in creating pieces of art that reflect and document situations that are ever-present around 
him. Vitality and rhythm are the essence and energy in his artwork. 

 
About the Curator 

Jose “Joey” Reyes is Curator of Engagement & Dialogue at MACLA. Joey has over ten years’ 
experience in museum and gallery management, working in donor development, museum 
education, volunteer management, youth mentorship and exhibition coordination. For MACLA, 
he has organized Voces de Desierto (Voices of the Desert) featuring Guillermo Galindo and 
Quinteto Latino; PLACAS: The Most Dangerous Tattoo, by Paul S. Flores and featuring Ric 
Salinas of Culture Clash; and, City Portraits (Retratos de Ciudad) a solo exhibition by Marcos 
ERRE Ramirez. He also serves as MACLA’s representative to the National Performance Network 
and Visual Artist Network.  He holds a B.F.A. from San Jose State University. He also studied at 
Syracuse University’s School of the Visual Arts, where he taught a course on drawing and 
painting fundamentals and recruited internationally recognized artists as guest speakers for the 
visiting artist program. 
  
About the Exhibition 

Found in Translation was organized by MACLA. MACLA is an inclusive contemporary arts space 
grounded in the Chicana/o experience that incubates new visual, literary and performance art in 
order to engage people in civic dialogue and community transformation. MACLA is located at 
510 South First Street, San José, CA  95113. For more information about MACLA call (408) 998-
ARTE or see www.maclaarte.org. 
 
 
Main image: Patrick Martinez, American Melting Pot (2014), neon signs 
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